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smaller rooms for the students.

Muslim scholars
knew a vast
amount about
astronomy (p. 29).
They produced celestial
globes like this to show the
positions of stars in the sky.
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SCHOLAR’S TOMB

Sometimes a famous scholar is
commemorated with a large tomb. Bin Ali,
a notable scholar of the 14th century from

earliest times, for
example, Muslim
women — unlike
women in the West —
had the right to own
and inherit property.
This book contains
information about
how inheritance was
calculated.

AGATE INKPOT
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Inkpot
made of
gold and
agate

Yemen, was buried in this striking double-
domed tomb near Dhofar, Oman.

Calligraphy was an important and
respected art. While most writing materials
were simple, some very fine pieces, like this
19th century inkpot, were also made.
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A mullah is a person who is learned
in religion. Most mullahs have had
a formal religious training, but the
title can be given to someone with a
reputation for religious scholarship.

POETRY READING

Recited or set to music, poetry was
important in Arabia even before the
time of Muhammad. It continued to
be popular. In addition to religious
subjects, common poetic themes
were love and politics.
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